A -

(ezmenitas”

2025-2027



GCSE COURSES

In the Upper School (Years 10 and 11) we not only prepare our pupils academically for their
GCSE examinations, but we also continue to develop their personal skills and encourage
them to be active learners who think for themselves.

We want our pupils to become independent and inquisitive learners as they progress through
the school so that they develop specialist subject knowledge, an enquiring and
discriminating mind and continue their desire for learning, especially in preparation for their
A Level studies. Our pupils are curious and able to think critically and spontaneously,
questioning the world around them and we want them to have the knowledge, skills and
habits of mind to succeed and thrive both in their academic studies and in their future lives.

Through our Elevate Curriculum, pupils gain essential skills that extend far beyond the
classroom. From research, debate, and nuanced communication to problem-solving,
personal finance, and creative expression, each course is designed to foster intellectual
curiosity, ethical awareness, and real-world readiness. Whether developing financial literacy,
decoding ancient languages, exploring visual culture, or innovating with Al, pupils enhance
their analytical thinking, collaboration, adaptability, and leadership. This experience equips
our girls with the tools to navigate complex global issues, make informed decisions, and
thrive in interviews, further education, and the working world ahead.

We do not have a ‘blocking system’ at GCSE or A Level. The timetable is constructed each
year around our girls' choices and we aim to meet everyone's individual needs.

In addition to participating in co-curricular activities, our pupils have access to numerous
subject lectures, academic symposiums, extension activities, stretch and challenge and
enrichment opportunities, conferences, trips and workshops. As well as their examination
subjects, girls are required to have lessons in Physical Education (Games) and PSHE, which
includes Futures.

The Upper School curriculum not only prepares our pupils for the rigours of (IGCSEs, but also
provides our pupils with the crucial foundations required to ensure a smooth transition into
the Sixth Form so that they can embark on their chosen A Level courses with confidence and
an excellent academic grounding.

OPTION CHOICES

SUBJECT GCSE
English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

Science 1

Science 2

Science 3 or Free choice

Free choice

Free choice
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Free choice

Optional extras:
GCSE Astronomy, Further Mathematics

Core
All pupils study English Language, English Literature and Mathematics.

Science
Two or three from Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Options
You should choose 3 or 4 subjects depending on your Science pathway

Art

Computer Science
Design & Technology
Drama

French

Geography
German

History

Italian

Latin

Music

Physical Education
Religious Studies
Spanish



SUBJECT
GUIDE

A LEVEL COURSE
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

We usually expect Sydenham High A Level students to have studied at least eight GCSEs. Entry
into the Sixth Form is dependent on a minimum of grade 6 in six GCSEs as well as the specific entry
requirement for each of the chosen A Level subjects. We will consider equivalent international

Classical Civilisation | Minimum of 6 in an equivalent humanity if not previously studied

Computer Science | Minimum of 6 in Computer Science
Design Technology: | Minimum of 6 in Design Technology
Product Design

Drama & Minimum of 6 in Drama

Theatre Studies

Maths & Minimum of 7 in Maths to study Maths A Level and a minimum of an 8 for
Further Maths Further Maths

Minimum of 6 in an equivalent humanity if not previously studied
Minimum of 6 in an equivalent humanity if not previously studied

If a pupil is considering a Science related course at University, we advise that they take three Separate
GCSE Science subjects.




ART

HEAD OF ART & DESIGN:

MR A DUNNE

At Sydenham High we believe that when

visually responding to the world around us,
drawing provides the strongest foundation.

Fine Art GCSE enables pupils to gain both
confidence and competence through a range of
creative processes which build on the drawing
discipline. Pupils will experience an exciting and
challenging course where they will explore and
experiment with drawing and painting, sculpture,
photography, printmaking and mixed media. We
explore and embrace the work of both historical
and contemporary artists and designers, seeking
inspiration and ideas to inform our practice.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board; AQA

Each coursework project lasts for approximately
two terms. In the first project, we explore the
creative potential for natural forms to inspire
figurative and abstract outcomes. Pupils will
undertake a range of experimental drawing
techniques, learn drypoint printmaking, sculpture
using clay construction, oil painting and

acrylic painting. The second project explores
expressive portraiture. In this project, pupils

will further refine their practical skills and work
more to their individual strengths with increasing
independence.

YEAR 10
AUTUMN: Natural Structures

SPRING: Natural Structures
SUMMER: Landscape + Mock Exam

YEAR 11
AUTUMN: Mock Exam

SPRING: Externally Set Assignment preparation

SUMMER; External Exam

ASSESSMENT

- Personal portfolio - 2 projects (each lasting
approximately 1.5 terms) - 60% of final GCSE
grade
Externally Set Assignment (theme set by the
exam board) - preparation for approximately
8 school weeks, followed by a 2 day exam
to produce a final piece of work (40% of final
GCSE grade)

CO-CURRICULAR

Pupils have the opportunity to attend:

St Ives residential study trip to visit the Tate St Ilves
and to undertake creative, practical workshops
trips to galleries and museums to provide
resources and inspiration for coursework

after school clubs and lunchtime sessions to
supplement classwork and homework

NEXT STEPS

GCSE Art is a challenging and inspiring course,
which helps pupils develop independence and
motivation.

Our Fine Art course allows pupils to gain

the broadest range of visual skills, which are
applicable in many areas of further study. Pupils
considering careers in any area of design (fashion
and textile design, product design, film and
theatre, graphics and illustration, architecture
and interiors), or the arts (fine art practice,
contemporary crafts, gallery and museum work),
would find this course most valuable.

BIOLOGY

HEAD OF BIOLOGY:

DR G HILL

From the origins of life to genetic manipulation
and cloning, the study of Biology fascinates and
challenges pupils.

Taught in a current and relevant way by
passionate subject specialists with extensive
scientific experience, Biology allows ethical
discussion and enables critical and independent
thinking. Understanding how we, and the world
around us, have adapted and evolved and how
we can harness this in the use of biotechnology is
what keeps this subject modern and exciting.

We study AQA GCSE Biology, which covers a wide
range of topics and is taught with a rigorous and
investigative approach. We believe this provides
the best foundation for further study in all three
sciences. There is a strong emphasis on practical
skills and this is assessed within the written
papers alongside the great breadth of knowledge.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: AQA

Pupils build upon their knowledge and scientific
skills developed in KS3 and delve deeper into a
variety of topics:

Cell Biology

Homeostasis and responses
Organisation

Inheritance, variation and evolution
Infection and response

Ecology

Bioenergetics

Required Practicals

ASSESSMENT
The AQA GCSE in Biology comprises two
externally assessed papers:

Biology paper 1 1 hour 45 minutes, 50% of total
marks, topics 1-4

Biology paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes, 50% of
total marks, topics 5-7

Both papers are made up of a mixture of
multiple choice, structured, closed short
answer and open response questions

CO-CURRICULAR

Pupils have the opportunity to attend Biomedical
Society, A life Scientific Club and participate in
enrichment trips and competitions and work
towards a CREST award.

NEXT STEPS

Biology A Level is essential for access to

all Biological Sciences degree courses and
extremely important for progression to Medicine,
Dentistry and Veterinary Medicine courses.

Biology is also very highly regarded as a
challenging analytical qualification when applying
for other STEM courses at university. An A Level in
Biology complements many other subjects such
as Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Geography,
Psychology and Philosophy, Ethics and Art.



CHEM

HEAD OF CHEMISTRY:

MR X TAN

Pupils will explore the building blocks of matter
and develop an understanding of how Chemistry
applies to the wider, real world. There is a strong
emphasis on progression of experimental skills,
ensuring students fully appreciate the everyday
uses of Chemistry, with both industrial and
environmental aspects. There is a good balance
between theory and practical work, which
supports pupils in unifying the concepts and
consolidating their understanding. Independent
and collaborative work encourages a logical
approach to problem solving, improving analytical
skills in all areas of their studies.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: AQA

The course is taught over three years and stands
as a thoroughly interesting and rigorous subject,
helping pupils to form an excellent foundation for
their futures.

Topic Content

1 Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table

2 Bonding, Structure and the Properties
of Matter

3 Quantitative Chemistry

4 Chemical Changes

5 Energy Changes

6 The Rate and Extent of Chemical
Change

7 Organic Chemistry

8 Chemical Analysis

9 Chemistry of the Atmosphere

10 Using Resources

ISTRY

This also includes eight required practicals which
must be completed by all students.

ASSESSMENT

The AQA GCSE Chemistry comprises two
externally assessed papers. Both papers are
made up of a mixture of multiple choice,
structured or closed short answers and open
response questions.

Chemistry Paper 1

1 hour 45 minutes - 100 marks
Worth 50% of total marks
Topics 1-5

Chemistry Paper 2

1 hour 45 minutes - 100 marks
Worth 50% of total marks
Topics 1-3 and 6-10

CO-CURRICULAR

Pupils have the opportunity to engage with
BioChemMedSoc, Science Club, participate
in enrichment trips and competitions such as
RSC Chemistry Olympiad and the Cambridge
Chemistry Challenge.

NEXT STEPS

Pupils can progress onto Chemistry at A level,
with many universities and employers viewing it
as a clear indication of academic ability.

There are varied career paths open to pupils,
with many pupils going on to study Medicine,
Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Pharmacology,
Biochemistry, Engineering, Finance and Law, to
name just a few.

COMPUTER
SCIENCE

HEAD OF COMPUTER SCIENCE:
MS K DIALLO
We aim to develop our Computer Science
curriculum to respond to all students’ ability to:
Understand the principles of computer
systems and computational thinking
Be confident practitioners of digital services in
terms of both hardware and software
Use real life examples, events and
developments to make learning of IT and
Computing relevant
Think creatively and logically to solve
problems
Be confident and competent programmers
who can apply the acquired skills to tackle
diverse problems
At GCSE pupils cover a wide variety of topics
that are current in today's job market such as:
cyber security, software engineering, software
developer, computer hardware engineer, network
architect, IT technician/support, Database
administrator/manager, Data analyst/scientist,
Information security, Software engineer, finance
and banking, etc. They develop their programming
and problem solving skills as well as develop
computer based solutions to real life problems.
Furthermore they will learn how computers work,
data representation, networks, network security,
computer architecture, software, ethical, legal,
cultural, environmental and privacy issues related
to the use of technology. Skills gained in GCSE
Computer Science will be expanded in A Level
and help them secure excellent futures such as
university or apprenticeship degrees.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board; OCR

Paper 1: Computer Systems

Systems architecture, Memory and storage,
Computer networks, connections and
protocols, Network security, Systems software,
Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental
impacts of digital technology

Paper 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and
programming

Algorithms, Programming fundamentals,
Producing robust programs, Boolean logic,
Programming languages and Integrated
Development Environments

ASSESSMENT

Paper 1: Computer Systems

Written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes
50% of total GCSE

80 marks

This is a non-calculator paper.

Paper 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and
programming

Written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes

50% of total GCSE

80 marks

This is a non-calculator paper.

CO-CURRICULAR
Pupils have the opportunity to attend:
- Lunchtime support clinics
Programming with Python and Microbits
Robotics
Raspberry Pi
Game / App making

NEXT STEPS

If you take a GCSE in Computer Science and then
go on to study the subject at A Level or university,
you'll have an advantage over fellow pupils who
are picking up the subject at these higher levels.
The increasing importance of technologies means
there is a very high demand for professionals who
are qualified in this field.



DESIGN
TECHNOLOGY

HEAD OF DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY:

MR N JUPP

In Design and Technology, pupils are challenged
by the range of practical activities within excellent
facilities. They solve real problems through

the use of a variety of materials and have the
opportunity to evaluate existing products and
develop design and making skills throughout Year
10 via focused practical tasks and design and
make projects. Pupils also have the opportunity
to choose from a selection of possible projects to
design and make for the Year 11 Non Examined
Assessment (NEA).

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: AQA

Year 10
+ Autumn: Enterprise style project to design,
manufacture and advertise products
Spring: Upcycling: repurposing denim using
textile skills
Summer: June 1st release of NEA themes

Year 11
Autumn & Spring: Coursework; designing
and making to a theme provided by the
examination board
Summer: Revision and preparation for the
examination

ASSESSMENT

Non Examined Assessment - pupils will complete
a design portfolio based on a set task and
manufacture their chosen design (50%)

Written exam paper - pupils sit a written paper
based on their understanding of Design and
Technology (50%)

CO-CURRICULAR
As part of the Design and Technology GCSE, 15%
of the course will include Maths, which will be
assessed in both the exam and through the Non
Examined Assessment. Science will be covered
in all areas of understanding and working with
materials. Pupils also have the opportunity to:
Work alongside the Art department to
showcase GCSE and A Level final pieces in
the combined Design and Technology and Art
Summer Exhibition
Attend exhibitions at Design shows, museums
and galleries

The DT department all previously worked in the
Design Industry and possess ‘real world' design
experience with connections to commercial
designers. Therefore, the department can find
exciting work experience opportunities within the
design industry.

NEXT STEPS

GCSE Design and Technology leads into A

Level Product Design, and crosses over with
Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Business Studies,

Art and Geography. Design and Technology can
lead to a number of exciting career paths. Of
course, there is Product, Industrial, Interior, or
Automotive design. But what about Architecture
and Engineering? Maybe CAD used in the design
industry appeals more? This course could

lead pupils into manufacturing, and prop and
set design. Most of our A Level students have
ventured on to a variety of design courses at
degree level.

DRAMA

DIRECTOR OF DRAMA:

MS F EASTAUGH

In the Drama GCSE course, pupils improve
performance skills, develop their creativity and
learn about the technical and backstage world
of theatre. Our aim is to create empathetic,
perceptive pupils who are keen to collaborate
and support one another. Our lessons combine
rigorous intellectual challenge with fun and
engaging practical Drama to investigate several
contrasting scripts. Our pupils learn a range of
performance styles from traditional naturalistic
performance to physical and stylised theatre.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: Edexcel

Pupils investigate a variety of theatrical styles,
performance and design skills. We do this
through; analysis and evaluation of live theatre
performances, study and realisation of scripts
and the creation of students' own scripts and
performances.

Component 1: Devising
(60 marks, 40% of the total qualification)
Pupils participate in the creation, development
and performance of a piece of devised theatre in
response to a stimulus.
Pupils must produce:
A practical devised performance, worth 15
marks
A written or recorded portfolio worth 45 marks

Component 2: Performance from text

(48 marks, 20% of the GCSE)

In groups, and with the direction of the Drama
department, pupils rehearse and perform two
extracts from a published play.

This is then performed to a live audience of their
peers, staff, and a visiting examiner from Edexcel.

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice

(60 marks, 40% of the total qualification)

This is a written exam, lasting 1 hour and 45

minutes and is divided into two parts:
questions on a set play text, worth 45 marks
questions about a live theatre performance,
worth 15 marks

CO-CURRICULAR

Pupils have the opportunity to:

- Participate in productions both on and
offstage.
Participate in a number of trips to see
professional theatre productions.
Attend senior and peer exam performances to
gain knowledge and experience.
Attend Technical Theatre Club to gain practical
and design skills.

NEXT STEPS

Drama GCSE is an exciting and inspiring course
that will comprehensively prepare pupils for
Drama and Theatre Studies A Level, as well as
A Levels in English, Psychology, Sociology and
History.

The theoretical side of the course encourages
pupils to analyse and evaluate effectively, as well
as writing clearly and concisely.

Drama develops vital leadership and teamwork
skills, which are highly beneficial in a multitude
of workplaces, and which are greatly valued by
universities.



ENGLISH
LITERATURE

HEAD OF ENGLISH:

MR A SEDDON

In English, pupils read a wide variety of canonical
and contemporary poetry, prose and drama and
learn to write using a range of forms for different
purposes. Whilst English Language sharpens
skills in reading, writing and spoken English,
Literature immerses pupils in a tapestry of rich
imagined worlds and provides opportunity for
budding creatives to learn their craft. Studying
for English IGCSE is an intellectual challenge:
classwork encourages debate on significant
issues and enables pupils to consider their cultural
heritage. Language and Literature are awarded
separate qualifications that are assessed through
examination and coursework assignments.

COURSE CONTENT & ASSESSMENT
Examination board: Edexcel

Non-fiction and Transactional Writing:
Study and analyse selections from a range of
non-fiction texts.
Explore and develop transactional writing skills,
for example letters, articles, reports.

Paper 1: 2 hr 15 exam (60%)

Section A Non-fiction texts Reading: three short-
answer questions on one unseen text; one
extended response question on one Anthology
Part 1 text; one comparison question between
unseen and Anthology Part 1 text.

Section B Transactional writing (letter, article,
speech etc) with choice of one of two questions

Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing:
Study and analyse selections from a range of
poetry and prose texts.

Explore and develop creative writing skills, for
descriptive and narrative writing.

Option 3: Two coursework assignments (40%)
One analytical essay exploring a theme of
choice portrayed in three texts from Anthology
Part 2

One personal or imaginative writing piece.

Poetry and Prose
Explore a range of poetry and prose texts.
Explore writers' use of language and structure
and the effect they have.
Explore connections between texts
Explore the influence of contexts on literary
texts

Paper 1 - 2 hours, 60%

3 essays:

+ 1lessay on Unseen Poetry
1 essay on Comparative Poetry studied in
class, covering both classic and modern
poetry
1 essay on a novel. Students will study Kazuo
Ishiguro’'s modern classic Klara and the Sun.

Literary Heritage Texts and Modern Drama
Explore a range of drama texts.

Paper 3 - Two coursework essays, 40%
One essay on Shakespere's Macbeth and one
essay on Arthur Miller's A View from the Bridge.

CO-CURRICULAR
Humanities Society, Debating Society, Upper
School Book Club, Literary Society

NEXT STEPS

English provides an excellent foundation for
further study in a range of subjects. IGCSE English
Language and English Literature are robust,
well-respected and inspiring courses. They help
pupils to form opinions whilst developing analytical
skills and intellectual flexibility. Pupils learn how to
communicate clearly and effectively, both verbally
and in written communication; furthermore,

pupils learn to be discerning and critical in their
approaches to the world around them. Studies in
English provide an excellent set of transferable
skills, which will be useful in a wide range of jobs or
in further study.

FRENCH

HEAD OF MODERN LANGUAGES:

MRS H PARKER

Being able to converse in a foreign language

is a valuable asset; it opens up international

study and work opportunities, signals a well-
educated person and enhances travel. Studying
a language also fosters a range of transferable
skills such as communication skills, critical
thinking, resourcefulness and creativity, as well as
linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: AQA

Higher and Foundation tiers are available: the
information below refers to the Higher Tier.
Throughout the GCSE course, pupils have

a weekly lesson with the French Language
Assistant to develop their speaking skills.

Theme 1: People and lifestyle
Identity and relationships with others
Healthy living and lifestyle
Education and work

Theme 2: Popular culture
Free-time activities
Customs, festivals and celebrations
Celebrity culture

Theme 3: Communication and the world

around us
Travel and tourism, including places of interest
Media and technology
The environment and where people live

ASSESSMENT

Listening - Paper 1 - 25% of the GCSE

45 minutes

Listening comprehension questions in English,
to be answered in English or non-verbally and
a dictation where students transcribe short
sentences, including a small number of words
from outside the prescribed vocabulary list

Speaking - Paper 2 - 25% of the GCSE
10-12 minutes plus preparation time, three clear
parts:
role-play
reading aloud task and short conversation
photocard and discussion.

Reading - Paper 3 - 25% of the GCSE

1 hour

Questions for the reading comprehension to be
asked and answered in English, French or non-
verbally. Translation from French into English.

Writing - Paper 4 - 25% of the GCSE

1 hour 15 minutes

- Short writing task. There is a choice of two
questions
Long writing task. There is a choice of two
questions
Translation from English into French

CO-CURRICULAR

Pupils have the opportunity to:

+  Watch French films
Take part in the school's Modern Languages
Poetry Competition and other GDST
competitions
Take part in the Language Society.

NEXT STEPS

French GCSE is essential preparation for study
at A Level and beyond. At A Level, a language
fits well with any combination of subjects, and
at university there are many opportunities for
combined courses with a focus on business, as
well as more traditional literature and language
courses.

There are also many options for studying new
languages. Languages open the door to a
wide range of careers and are highly prized by
employers.



GEOGRAPHY

HEAD OF GEOGRAPHY:

MRS C BUCKLER

Geography is about understanding the world
around us and the complex relationships that exist
between people and places.

Through the GCSE curriculum, pupils will be
introduced to a wide range of contemporary
theories, processes, issues and questions. We
hope to develop geographers who are well
informed, empathetic and analytical. Pupils study
human and physical geography, with plenty of
opportunity to consider, debate and evaluate the
interactions between people and the environment
in which we live and consider the future threats
and opportunities.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: Edexcel

The Physical Environment

Written exam:
1 hour and 30 minutes
(37.5% of qualification)

Section A: The changing landscapes of the UK
Section B: Weather hazards and climate change
Section C: Ecosystems, biodiversity and
management

The Human Environment

Written exam:
1 hour and 30 minutes
(37.5% of qualification)

Section A: Changing cities

Section B: Global development

Section C: Resource management (energy
resources)

Geographical Investigations - Fieldwork and UK
Challenges

Written exam:

1 hour and 30 minutes

(25% of qualification)

Section A: Investigating human environments
Section B: Investigating physical environments
Section C: UK future challenges

FIELDWORK

Pupils are required to complete two field trips.
One investigating urban change and quality of
life, for example in and around the Olympic Park
in Stratford, and a residential trip to Southwold on
the Suffolk coast, investigating coastal landscapes
and processes. Please note that there will be

an additional charge to cover the cost of the
fieldwork trip in the range of £200 - £275.

CO-CURRICULAR

Pupils have the opportunity to attend and
participate in lectures and events and watch a
range of films and documentaries to support their
learning.

NEXT STEPS

\We have chosen our GCSE specification to
complement the A Level Geography course offered
at Sydenham High School. In addition, Geography
is a course which involves a broad range of skills,
helping to prepare pupils effectively for a range of
A Level subjects.

GCSE geographers use both qualitative and
quantitative approaches to studying a range of
issues and develop synoptic skills that will benefit
their A Level studies across all disciplines.

Geography will help pupils develop key
employability skills such as problem solving,
collaborative working, evaluation, synoptic thinking,
investigation planning and data manipulation.
Employers and universities often consider
geographers to be well rounded with skills that

can be applied very broadly. More information
about universities and careers is available on
SydConnect.

GERMAN

HEAD OF GERMAN:

MISS N GIBBS

German is a language that is highly sought after
by employers in the UK. The course gives pupils
the opportunity to find out more about German

culture and language and to develop confidence,

building on the work we have done at KS3.

The new GCSE course has a much greater focus
on mastery of basic vocabulary and grammatical
structures across a range of topics, and pupils
should be able to express opinions and use the
language accurately. This should provide a firm
foundation for further study as well as using the
language for travel and work.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: AQA

Theme 1: People and lifestyle
Identity and relationships with others
Healthy living and lifestyle
Education and work

Theme 2: Popular culture
Free-time activities
Customs, festivals and celebrations
Celebrity culture

Theme 3: Communication and the world

around us
Travel and tourism, including places of interest
Media and technology
The environment and where people live

ASSESSMENT

Listening - Paper 1 - 25% of the GCSE

45 minutes.

Questions to be asked and answered in English,
non-verbally and short sentences transcribed in
German.

Speaking - Paper 2 - 25% of the GCSE
10 - 12 minutes plus preparation time. The exam
is made up of 3 sections:
role-play
reading aloud task and short conversation
photocard and short discussion

Reading - Paper 3 - 25 % of the GCSE

1 hour.

Reading comprehension questions in English and
translation from German into English (50 words)

Writing — Paper 4 - 25% of the GCSE

1 hour 15 minutes

Higher Tier:
Translation from English into German
Short and long writing task

CO-CURRICULAR

Pupils have the opportunity to:
Take part in GDST competitions
Attend GCSE study days
Visit Germany
Watch German films

NEXT STEPS

German GCSE is essential preparation for study at
A Level and beyond. Germany is the UK's number
one trading partner and German speakers in the
UK are becoming increasingly scarce and are
highly prized by employers.

Regardless of your interests, German has
something to offer you and combines well with a
range of subjects.



HISTORY

HEAD OF HISTORY:

DR S WALLACE

Studying history is one of the most popular
activities of educated people. What is found on
the bookshelves of people's homes is proof of
this. Being aware of the past through studying
history heightens your powers to live your own life
with perception and feeling.

The Sydenham High GCSE History course
provides an understanding of key twentieth
century events such as the Russian Revolution
and the Cold War. In addition, pupils study a
thematic course that charts migration in Britain
through the last 1000 years, as well as a unit on
the early years of Elizabeth I's reign. With such a
broad syllabus, pupils will be inspired and excited
by the individuals and world-changing events that
still resonate today.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: Edexcel

There are four units of study in the Edexcel
syllabus and they are examined in three exams at
the end of Year 11

Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917-41

This is a depth study that covers the fall of the
Tsar, the Bolshevik Revolution and the rise of
Stalin.

Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88

This is a depth study that focuses on challenges
to Elizabeth's rule, notably Mary Queen of Scots
and the Spanish Armada.

Superpower Relations and the Cold War,
1941-91

This unit focuses on the reasons for the
development of the Cold War, key crises within
the Cold War such as Cuban Missiles Crisis, and
the fall of Communism across the Soviet Bloc and
Russia.

Migration in Britain, c.800-present

This is a thematic study, designed to give pupils
an overview of longer-term trends and changes.
A closer study of Caribbean migration to Notting
Hill from 1948 to 1970 will focus on primary and
secondary source material.

CO-CURRICULAR

Pupils have the opportunity to:
Visit Cold War sites in Berlin
Go on a walking tour of key migration history
sites in East London

NEXT STEPS

History is a popular subject that introduces pupils
to skills required in A Level courses and in the
world of work. Pupils learn to argue effectively
and to evaluate source information critically.

Pupils interested in careers in law, journalism,
teaching and museums would benefit from having
History GCSE.

I TALIAN

HEAD OF ITALIAN:

MISS M BELARDO

You may have visited, or you may want to visit,
Italy on holiday and being able to speak the
language will make your visit so much more
enjoyable! It is the lure of the beautiful country
that makes so many people want to learn it.
GCSE ltalian helps pupils develop their Italian
language skills in a variety of contexts and build
a broad understanding of the culture of countries
and communities where Italian is spoken. It
encourages enjoyment of language learning and
the recognition that language skills enable pupils
to take their place in a multilingual global society.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: AQA

GCSE ltalian is a linear course with assessment at
the end of year 11. Pupils study a range of topics
across 3 themes, which should develop their
understanding of Italian culture and language.

Theme 1: Identity and Culture
Me, my family and friends
Technology in everyday life
Free-time activities
ltalian customs and festivals

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global
areas of interest
+ Home, town, neighbourhood and region

Social issues

Global issues

Travel and tourism

Theme 3: Current and future study and
employment

My studies

Life at school/college

Education post-16

Career choices and ambitions

CO-CURRICULAR

We look for opportunities to take pupils to
exhibitions, plays and films to broaden their
knowledge of Italian culture.

Competitions and debates with other schools
make languages come to life to an even greater
extent. Pupils are offered the opportunity to visit
Italy and attend language courses.

NEXT STEPS

Learning Italian is a skill for life, moreover the
GCSE ltalian course is a well-rounded education
that prepares you for Italian A Level. In addition,
your language GCSE could open up many
opportunities at a personal and professional level.



LATIN

HEAD OF CLASSICS:

MRS M FRANKLAND

GCSE Latin is part-language, part-humanity. Not
only do pupils get the unique opportunity to
appreciate exciting and influential literature in
another language, but they also explore, analyse
and challenge the significance of art, architecture,
literature, drama, politics, philosophy, religion in
the ancient world. Studying Latin at GCSE is an
intellectual challenge that is thoroughly rewarding
and enjoyable. It enables pupils to develop an
understanding of their own linguistic and cultural
heritage through engaging with the words and
deeds of the ancient Romans. Indeed, we study
the classical past to understand not just the
origins of western civilisation but also to learn
from the people who appear both so familiar and
so alien.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: OCR

Pupils will develop and acquire knowledge of
Latin vocabulary, accident and syntax, alongside
developing awareness of ancient literature, values
and society.

1: Language
Worth: 50%

Pupils will be required to answer comprehension
questions and will choose between either
answering questions on accident and syntax

or translating three short English sentences

into Latin. They will also translate a passage of
unseen prose.

2: Literature
Worth: 50%

Pupils are required to answer comprehension
questions, translate a section of the set text into
English, answer questions focussing on literary
style, characterisation, argument as appropriate to
the set text studied and an extended response.

CO-CURRICULAR

Pupils have the opportunity to attend:

- Trips with upper school classicists to the
theatre and any relevant exhibitions
Classics conferences with local schools
Classics Society talks, workshops and book
clubs
Residential trips abroad every two to three
years

NEXT STEPS

This course is both well-respected and inspiring,
and will help pupils to develop analytical skills
and intellectual flexibility which will be useful in
a wide range of jobs or in further study. Pupils
will also learn how to communicate clearly and
effectively, as well as understanding other ‘alien’
cultures.

MATHEMATICS

HEAD OF MATHS:

MS E WHITWORTH-JONES

Mathematics is a core subject that everyone
studies and there are extremely good reasons

for this. It is a precise discipline that trains pupils
to have an unparalleled clarity of intellectual
thought based on logic and accuracy. This style
of thinking is becoming ever more important both
in our careers and personal lives. Without this
understanding of Mathematics, we cannot make
effective decisions when, for example, running

a business, saving for a holiday or critically
understanding statistical information presented in
the media. But as well as being useful, this style
of thinking becomes progressively more elegant
and beautiful as we progress through the course
with introductions to calculus, sets and algebraic
proof. Ask any mathematician and they will share
their delight at tackling tricky problems and this is
because of the excitement that comes from the
moment that the penny drops and you see your
way through the problem.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: Edexcel International (IGCSE)

The Key Stage 4 course builds on what has been
studied in Key Stage 3 with, for example, linear
equations extended into quadratic and rational
equations. The course has very many elements
and so this listing is a representative sample of
what is studied.

Number - Decimals, percentages, fractions.
Proportionality. Types of numbers such as primes,
factors and multiples and their uses. Surds.

Statistics — A selection of forms of representation
of data both through calculation and through
drawing graphs.

Algebra - Manipulating expressions. Solving
equations and inequalities. Algebraic graphs.
Calculus. Algebraic proof.

Probability - Probability calculations and use of
sets.

Shape and Space - Pythagoras and trigonometry
in 2D and 3D. Angle rules in a range of contexts
and geometric proof.

Problem solving - Using the techniques studied
to solve real life problems. Explaining why using
the evidence resulting from calculations.

The course is linear and examined at the end of
Year 11. There are two exams that are both

2 hours long and you are allowed a calculator in
both.

CO-CURRICULAR & EXTENDED
QUALIFICATIONS

Pupils can participate in the Mathematics
challenges and other extracurricular clubs.
Selected pupils in the top division will also be
given the opportunity to sit the AQA Further
Mathematics Level 2 Certificate extended
qualification, which provides an excellent bridge
into the A Level. It is not compulsory, but studying
for it does also help pupils access the top grades
at GCSE.

NEXT STEPS

The Mathematics IGCSE is a highly regarded
qualification that is excellent preparation for

a wide variety of further study. A good grade
is essential preparation for progression to
Mathematics A Level. It will also be of great
benefit in other subjects such as the Sciences.



MUSIC

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:

MR J GRIFFITH

GCSE Music is a fascinating course and is a
great choice for any pupil who enjoys listening
to, performing or composing their own music.
The syllabus supports pupils to deepen their
understanding and enjoyment of all aspects of
music across a wide variety of genres. This is not
only valuable academically but also develops

a wide array of transferable skills, including
creativity, aesthetic sensitivity, emotional
awareness, cultural understanding, self-discipline,
and self-confidence.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: Edexcel

Performance: 30% (Solo = 15% Ensemble = 15%)
Assessment: Internally marked, then
moderated by Edexcel.
Pupils record performances lasting at least four
minutes comprising:
a solo piece or pieces (at least one minute)
a piece with an ensemble (at least one
minute)

Pupils can really shine here with careful
preparation. As this is not a live performance like a
grade exam, we can pick from several recordings
made during the course so as to submit the very
best snapshot of a pupil's work. In class, we work
regularly on developing nuances of performance
and play to one another, (in addition to pupils’
one-to-one instrumental or voice lessons).
Students can perform on one or more instruments
if they choose.

For the very top marRs, performances should be
grade 4/5 standard (by the end of the course), but
you do not have to have taken any music exams in
order to do GCSE music. Voice is also an instrument.

Composition: 30% - 2 pieces (15% each)

Assessment: Internally marked, then

moderated by Edexcel.

Pupils compose at least three minutes of music

comprising:

+ apiece to a brief set by the exam board (at
least one minute). A choice of four briefs each

year relates to the areas of study.
a free composition (at least one minute)

\We work on a series of compositions in a wide
variety of styles before attempting the final
assessed pieces, learning:
how to develop and extend musical ideas;
about a variety of compositional techniques
and strategies;
how to ensure technical control and
coherence;
methods of notating and presenting
composition scores.
Composition can be created live or using music
specific software, students will be taught in both
Logic X and Sibelius in addition to mixing MIDI and
audio sounds.

Listening and Appraising (40%)

Lessons place equal weight on acquiring detailed
knowledge of eight set works and developing the
skill to pick apart and analyse unfamiliar pieces
of music, and to understand and describe how
composers achieve their intended effects. Areas

of Study are:
+ Instrumental Music (set works by Bach and
Beethoven)

+ Vocal Music (set works by Purcell and Queen)

+ Stage and Screen (set works are from Star
Wars and Wicked)

+ Musical Fusions (set works by Anoushka
Shankar and AfroCelt Sound System)

CO-CURRICULAR

Participation is expected and is a vital adjunct to
class work. There are myriad opportunities to be
involved in choirs, chamber groups, contemporary
music and larger ensembles, and a lively
programme of concertsm trips and performances
to take advantage of.

NEXT STEPS

Music at GCSE and A Level is highly desirable by
universities and employers as a result of its wide
range of transferable skills and juxtaposition of
both academic and creative dimensions. GCSE
is a sound preparation for both A Level Music
and BTech performing arts courses and, later, for
music courses at university or conservatoire.

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

DIRECTOR OF SPORT:

MS J MATTHEWS

Over the course of two years, pupils will study

a variety of topics in both practical and theory
lessons in preparation for the written theory
examinations. These topics are related to sport
and include anatomy and physiology, sport
psychology, sociocultural influences, fithness
testing, commercialisation and the media. Pupils
will also be expected to regularly attend co-
curricular clubs both in and outside of school to
assist with their practical performances in three
chosen activities from the lists below.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: AQA

Individual Activities

Amateur boxing, Athletics, Badminton, Canoeing,
Cycling (track or road), Dance, Diving, Equestrian,
Figure Skating, Golf, Gymnastics, Kayaking, Rock
Climbing, Sailing, Sculling, Skiing, Snowboarding,
Squash, Swimming, Table Tennis, Tennis,
Trampolining, Windsurfing.

Team Activities

Acrobatic Gymnastics, Association Football,
Badminton, Basketball, Camogie, Cricket, Dance,
Figure Skating, Futsal, Gaelic Football, Handball,
Hockey, Hurling, Ice Hockey, Inline Roller Hockey,
Lacrosse, Netball, Rowing, Rugby League, Rugby
Union, Sailing, Sculling, Squash, Table Tennis,
Tennis, Volleyball, Water Polo

ASSESSMENT
Controlled assessment - practical
performance in three different activities in the
role of performer/player from the list above.
At least one in an individual activity, one in a
team activity and a third in either individual or
team. (30% final grade).
Controlled assessment - verbal or written
analysis and evaluation of performance to
bring about improvement in one activity.

It involves the identification of strengths

and weaknesses with the use of theoretical
principles to aid improvement. (10% final
grade)

Written paper 1 - pupils will be tested on their
knowledge and understanding of anatomy
and physiology, movement analysis (lever
systems, planes and axes of movement),
physical training and use of data (30% final
grade)

Written paper 2 - pupils will be tested on
their knowledge and understanding of socio-
cultural influences and wellbeing, sport
psychology, health, fitness and wellbeing and
use of data. (30% final grade)

CO-CURRICULAR

Puplls have the opportunity to:
Attend co-curricular clubs in a variety of
activities to extend their knowledge, skills and
fitness
Represent the school in local, regional and
GDST sporting fixtures and competitions in a
variety of activities
Attend residential trips when offered such
as sports tours including Condover Hall pre-
season.
Supervise and coordinate co-curricular sports
activities for younger pupils to develop their
leadership skills

NEXT STEPS

GCSE PE is an excellent course that prepares
pupils for PE A Level. It also crosses over with
several other subjects, especially Biology, History,
Physics, Psychology and Sociology. Pupils will
develop skills in communication, organisation,
problem solving, discussion, debating and
teamwork. This course is ideal for pupils who
have a passion for sport and physical activity, and
who enjoy learning through practical, as well as
classroom based lessons.



PHYSICS

HEAD OF PHYSICS:

MISS A INCHENKO

By encouraging curious minds, Physics explores
the deep questions we find ourselves asking.
From the origin of the Universe to the energy

released in nuclear fission, our studies range from

understanding the very big to the very small. In
the Physics department, we explore phenomena
through extensive practical work and creative
tasks to ensure all our pupils develop their
scientific thinking skills to the best of their ability.
We study AQA GCSE Physics, which covers a
wide range of topics and is taught with a rigorous
approach. We believe this provides the best
foundation for further study in all three sciences.
There is a strong emphasis on practical skills and
this is assessed within the written papers.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board; AQA

Pupils build upon their knowledge and scientific
skills developed in Key Stage 3 by further
exploring the nature of the world around them.
We follow in the footsteps of the classical
physicists Sir Isaac Newton and Robert Boyle,
through to the modern physics of Ernest
Rutherford. The topics include:

Energy

Forces

Electricity

\Waves

Particle model of matter
Magnetism and electromagnetism
Atomic structure

Space physics

ASSESSMENT

The AQA GCSE in Physics comprises two

externally assessed papers:

- Physics paper 1. 1 hour 45 minutes, 50% of
total marks, topics 1-4
Physics paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes, 50% of
total marks, topics 5-8
both papers are made up of a mixture of
multiple choice, structured, closed short
answer and open response questions

CO-CURRICULAR

Pupils have the opportunity to:

+ Attend Physics clubs
Work towards a CREST award
Compete competitions, such as the Physics
Olympiad
Attend trips, such as the 'Science Live' lectures
with scientists of the day

UNIVERSITY & BEYOND

Physics A Level is one of the most universally
accepted qualifications for progression to
university. It is essential for access to Physics and
Engineering courses.

Physics is highly regarded for other subjects such
as Medicine, Law, Earth Sciences, Chemistry and
Economics because of the thinking skills and
problem solving involved.

PHILOSOPHY,

HEAD OF PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION

& ETHICS:

MRS R VAUGHAN

GCSE Religious Studies is aimed at pupils who
enjoy questioning the world around them,
engaging in critical evaluation of others’ beliefs
and examining the fundamental questions that
are at the heart of what it is to be a human being.
Throughout the course, an open-minded, critical
approach is encouraged with topics frequently
being considered from more than one point of
view. As well as gaining a clear understanding

of the approach of two contrasting religious
traditions and secular viewpoints, pupils will be
able to discuss, analyse, and develop their own
opinions about these important issues. The aim
is for pupils to finish the Religious Studies course
with a better understanding of their own and
others'views and a critical, creative approach to
reasoned argument. With such a broad syllabus
and relevance to current events, pupils will be
inspired and excited by the opportunity to explore
the impact of religion upon the world.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: AQA

There are two examinations on the AQA syllabus
and they are examined at the end of Year 11

1. The Study of Religions

This is an in depth study, comparison, analysis
and evaluation of the beliefs and practices of
Buddhism and Christianity.

2. Philosophic and Ethical Thematic Studies
This unit focuses on the exploration of four of the
following themes:

+ Relationships and Families e.g. human
sexuality, nature and purpose of marriage,
relationships before and outside marriage,
contemporary family issues, gender equality,
prejudice and discrimination.

RELIGION & ETHICS

Religion and Life e.g. the origins of the
universe, the use and abuse of animals,
abortion, euthanasia, the afterlife.

The existence of God and revelation e.g. the
design argument, the cosmological argument,
miracles, atheism.

Religion, peace and conflict e.g. protest,
terrorism, war, nuclear weapons, pacifism, holy
war.

Religion, crime and punishment e.g. reasons
for crime, aims of punishment, forgiveness, the
death penalty.

Religion, human rights and social justice e.g.
prejudice, discrimination, wealth, poverty,
religious freedoms.

CO-CURRICULAR
Pupils have the opportunity to:
Visit a Buddhist Temple and St Paul's
Cathedral
Attend Philosophy Club
Join a cross-curricular trip to India

UNIVERSITY & BEYOND

Religious Studies is a popular subject that
introduces pupils to the skills required in A Level
courses and in the world of work.

Pupils interested in careers in law, business,
the arts, journalism, teaching, civil service and
academia would benefit from having a GCSE in
Religious Studies.



SPANISH

HEAD OF SPANISH:

MS | GEA NEF

Being able to converse in a foreign language is a
valuable asset; it opens up international study and
work opportunities.

Studying a language also fosters a range of
transferable skills such as communication skills,
critical thinking, resourcefulness and creativity, as
well as linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility.

The new GCSE course has a much greater focus
on mastery of basic vocabulary and grammatical
structures across a range of topics, and pupils
should be able to express opinions and use the
language accurately. This should provide a firm
foundation for further study as well as using the
language for travel and work.

COURSE CONTENT
Examination board: AQA

Theme 1: People and lifestyle
Identity and relationships with others
Healthy living and lifestyle
Education and work

Theme 2: Popular culture
Free-time activities
Customs, festivals and celebrations
Celebrity culture

Theme 3: Communication and the world

around us
Travel and tourism, including places of interest
Media and technology
The environment and where people live

ASSESSMENT

Listening - Paper 1 - 25% of the GCSE

45 minutes

Questions to be asked and answered in English,
non-verbally and short sentences transcribed in
Spanish.

Speaking - Paper 2 - 25% of the GCSE
10-12 minutes plus preparation time, three clear
parts:
role-play
reading aloud task and short conversation
photocard and discussion.

Reading - Paper 3 - 25% of the GCSE

1 hour

Reading comprehension questions in English and
translation from Spanish into English (50 words).

Writing - Paper 4 - 25% of the GCSE

1 hour 15 minutes

Higher Tier:
translation from English into Spanish
short and long writing task

CO-CURRICULAR

Students from across KS4 can take part in the
annual GDST Languages Competition as well as
the GDST Languages Festival held in London.

UNIVERSITY & BEYOND

Learning Spanish is a skill for life; the GCSE course
enables students to travel and converse in the
language and prepares them well for A Level.
Pupils interested in living and working abroad,
working in media, law, medicine or business
should consider continuing with a language.
Spanish is the third most spoken language in the
world, with 400 million speakers.






