Sydenham
High School

GDST

GIRLS’ DAY SCHOOL TRUST

Assembly Policy
Whole School: Senior School/Prep School:
EYFS, KS1 and KS2

1 Rationale

At Sydenham High School, we believe that assemblies are fundamental in promoting the ethos of the
school. Assemblies provide pupils with the opportunity to come together for collective reflection and
the exploration of spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues.

The Assembly programme supports the stated statutory guidance: to value ourselves as unique
human beings capable of spiritual, moral and intellectual growth and development, and a shared
belief in British values that arise from a multi-faith culture.

2 Aims and objectives

° To promote school, GDST and fundamental British values.

° To explore current local, national and international issues.

° To stimulate thought and reflection and provide a spiritual/ social/ moral/ intellectual
framework.

° Celebrate diversity and feel inclusive to all members of the school community.

° Be a focal point for school programmes and initiatives.

° Form part of our core PSHE programme and develop understanding of how to act as a positive

member of society, thus contributing to the teaching of citizenship.

° Aim to instil a lifelong love of learning for its own sake, foster self-esteem, sense of
personhood, spiritual development, appreciation of awe and wonder, openness and tolerance,
and the ability to reflect on these qualities and other aspects of life's fundamental experiences.

° Always remain apolitical and objective: the speaker's own views must never obtrude, but rather
content should encourage pupils' self-reflection.

2 Procedures

° Senior School assemblies are scheduled to run from 840am to 9:00am every Wednesday in
the Longton Hall. Sixth Form only assemblies take place every Friday from 840am to 9:00am
in the Recital Hall or, if required by the Music Department, the Longton Hall. KS3 only
assemblies are from 8:40am to 9:00am every Friday and KS4 assemblies are from 8:40am to
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9:00am every Monday. Years 7-9 are in the Longton Hall and Years 10 and 11 are in the
Westwood Theatre.

House assemblies in the Senior School take place regularly throughout the academic year, to
foster team-working skills and house spirit.

All staff and student prefects, as well as pupils involved in specific initiatives, are encouraged to
lead assemblies and the assembly rota is compiled in accordance with notable events and
from volunteers who wish to contribute, as well as form teachers and form groups who are
allocated specific assembly slots. Celebration assemblies at Senior School are whole senior
school occasions where academic and co-curricular achievements are celebrated and awards
distributed.

At Prep School, assemblies are run as either whole Prep, key stage or House assembilies. Prep
School assemblies take place on Monday mornings from 8:40am until 9:00am (whole school),
Tuesdays from 12:50pm until 1:10pm (pre-prep) and Wednesdays from 3:00pm until 3:20pm
(KS2) from 8.40am to 9.00am. Celebration assemblies include pre-prep ‘special mentions and
KS2 ‘House merit assemblies. Through these, academic and co-curricular achievements are
celebrated and awards distributed. These form part of the overall assembly programme, but at
Prep School, we also celebrate achievements of pupils within the weekly assembly
programme. Reception pupils build up to attending assemblies during the Autumn term and
join more regularly as part of their transition programme.

All teaching staff and pupils are expected to attend whole-school assemblies.

At Senior School, year group/ Key Stage assemblies are attended by specific year groups with
the Head of Section, Head of Year and Form Tutors in attendance, as well as some members of
the Senior Leadership Team. House Assemblies in the Senior School are usually led by the
House Captains.

At key moments, there are whole school assemblies where all Prep and Senior School pupils
come together.

Senior School Assembly Rota:
SS Assembly Rota

Prep School Assembly Rota:
B Assemblies
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a2lOOJYKUIX-hvql9G22rnFfx85OcJBJE8jVJYQfdOg/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=102149253877616521173
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15VdSO9yHAdxyZVHkV6hX2KVhgADvXjPN?usp=drive_link
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